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INSTALLATION GUIDE

ZIP-TILE
Before You Get Started
General Recommendations
1. Read all product preparation instructions before you begin to
install Ultimate RB Zip-Tiles.
2. Prior to starting any installation, thoroughly review all
material. Verify the following for all goods:

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Recommended Installation Tools

Material type, color, and style are correct
Material is the correct size and thickness
Amount of material supplied is correct
No visual defects are present on the material

3. Always store product and adhesives in a clean, dry
environment. Ultimate RB recommends storing materials
between 70–95°F (21–35°C).

Measuring tape or ruler
Metal straight edge
Utility knife with extra blades
White marker or chalk
2" x 4" wood block
Cellophane, masking, or packaging tape
Mallet

Important
ANY suspect or defective material must be brought to the
attention of the supplier immediately. ABSOLUTELY NO
CLAIMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE MATERIAL HAS
BEEN INSTALLED.

Preparation
Ultimate RB Zip-Tile products must reach room temperature to
ensure a secure, tight installation with minimal size uctuation.
Each piece should be allowed to set for a full 24 hours prior to
beginning installation. This allows the product to size stabilize
at the typical room temperature. Inspect the product prior to
installation for measurable defects or variations.
For best installation, any sub- oor should be reasonably at and
free of holes or variances of more than 1⁄8" All sub- oors should
be structurally sound and fully cured for 45 to 60 days. Test oor
for vapor drive in accordance with anhydrous calcium chloride
test. Vapor drive should not exceed the industry standard of
< 3.0 lbs. per 1,000 square feet in 24 hours. Repair concrete and
install joint sealants and ller as necessary.
Mechanical surface pro ling is the preferred oor preparation
method. It is the only acceptable preparation method where
warranties are issued. Acid etching is not recommended.
Mechanically pro le the oor to medium grit sandpaper texture.
Remove curing, parting compounds, and other surface hardeners
and oor coatings in accordance with the surface ooring
manufacturerʼs instructions.

1. Concrete: New concrete must be allowed to cure thoroughly
prior to installation; 45 to 60 days. If sealants are used, do not
use one with a petroleum base. Old concrete must be repaired
and have joint sealants and llers installed as necessary. All
cracks or aws should be lled in or repaired prior to covering
with rubber products. Use patching materials as appropriate.
The concrete surface must be thoroughly cleaned of dirt,
dust, grease, or other foreign matter and allowed to dry
completely before beginning installation.
2. Wood Base: Wood surfaces should be completely cleaned of
dirt, dust, grease, or other foreign matter and completely dry
prior to installation. Trapped moisture may rot the wood. Nails
or other protrusions should be pounded down or removed,
holes repaired, and surface variances repaired within the 1⁄8"
acceptable variance level.
3. Asphalt: Asphalt requires the same preparation as concrete.

IIN
INSTALLATION
NS
N
ST
TA
AL
A
LLA
ATIO
TIO
TI
T
ION G
GUIDE
UIDE
IDE

ZIP-TILE
Installation Instructions
Ultimate RB Zip-Tiles do not require any specialty tools or
ooring experience to install, however it is very important to
understand that the tiles are designed to t together only in
certain ways and cannot be assembled randomly.

Step One: Identify the Intended Top
from the Bottom
Holding the tile in front of you, note that in the center of each of
the four sides is a at double dovetail. On two of the sides, the
tab extending out from this at double dovetail are thin and the
tabs on the sides are thick. The orientation of these four tabs is
important. First ip the tile from front to back so that when you
look at the double at dovetail on the top, the tab is extended on
the left. Then rotate the tile until the two small center tabs are at
twelve oʼclock and nine oʼclock. Repeat this process with each tile
so that the orientation of these center tabs is the same for all tiles.

Step Two: Decide Intended Layout
Zip-Tiles may be laid in straight rows and columns or in a brick
pattern o setting either the rows or the columns by 50%. Since
the seams do not ordinarily show, it is unlikely after the tiles are
installed that you will be able to detect which pattern was used.
There is some locking bene t to the o set brick pattern.

Step Three: Snap Center Lines
Begin by measuring the length and width of the room. Divide the
distances as measured in inches by the width of the tiles, 28.5"
or 22.5" measured from the inside tab on one side to the outside
tab on the opposite side. This will result in the number of full tiles
plus a partial tile. Snap a center line for the width of the room
such that the partial tile on either side of the room is no less than
6" wide. Repeat this for the length of the room.

Step Four: Lay Tiles
Place the rst tile at the center of the room where the two lines
you snapped in step three intersect. Place the tile such that the
inside of the dovetail is aligned to both the width and length line.
Refer to step one for proper tile orientation. Please the second
tile on the opposite side of one of the lines. Position the tile such
that the pattern of the two small center tabs, two large and two
small, are in the same relative positions as the rst tile. Align the
dovetail patterns and press together with your thumbs. Complete
the process by hitting the seam area with a rubber mallet. The
third tile may be positioned either with the inside of the dovetail
aligned to the other line, aligning with one of the tiles, or such
that half of the tile locks with the rst tile and half locks with
the second tile. Remember that with every tile you must repeat
the relative position of the center table, two large and two small.
Continue laying tiles in all directions until there is not enough
room to lay any more full tiles within the space to be lled. There
should be a space at least 6" on all four sides of the room.

Step Five: Trim to Fit Room
Beginning in one corner, rst measure from the wall to the inside
dovetail pattern at each end of the tile. Then measure from the
corner of the wall to the center of the edge of the tile. Position the
tile such that the corresponding edge will align to the edge to be
tted and trim to t the space from the corner to the center of the
tile and to the wall or edge. Maintain a ¼" gap between the edge
piece and the wall to allow for expansion. Save the remaining piece
to t to the opposite wall. Continue around the room, measuring
and tting each piece and allowing for a ¼" gap for expansion.
Finish with molding or ½" quarter round molding.

Cutting Tips
Cutting Zip-Tiles works best when using a non-retractable utility
knife. Be sure to keep the blades sharp to aid in the cut and help
reduce the possibility of injury due to dull blades.

4. Grab the mat close to the score line, lift, and bend the mat
toward you. The score line will break open.

1. Mark the mats with chalk.

5. Make several more passes with the knife, working down the
established cut until the cut is complete.

2. Put the straight edge on the corresponding marks that have
been placed on the tile.

6. This process may be easier by cutting the tile on a raised
surface.

3. Holding the straight edge rmly in place, score the tiles two or
three times.
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Cleaning
For indoor applications, oor may be swept, sponge mopped, or
vacuumed for everyday maintenance. For outdoor applications,
use of a water hose, leaf blower, or broom is su cient. Use a
neutral PH cleaner and degreaser with a sponge mop and water

for more extensive cleaning. Please ask your sales representative
for recommended cleaning agents. Do not use petroleum-based
products to clean rubber.

Disclaimer & Warranty
Disclaimer
These instructions have been prepared to assist purchasers of
Ultimate RB Zip-Tiles in the recommended installation procedure.
The installation guidelines represent a typical installation work
procedure and the information contained herein is believed to be
reliable. However, every site is di erent. Ultimate RB does not claim
to have covered all possible installation circumstances in these
instructions. Please contact a quali ed and experienced ooring
professional to assist with any particular installation procedure.

Warranty
Ultimate RB shall warranty the ooring material it has supplied
to be free from manufacturing defects in MATERIAL ONLY for a
period of 5 years from date of substantial completion, and the
ooring contractor shall warrant the installation to be free from
defects for the same period. The foregoing warranty is in lieu of

and excludes all other warranties not expressly set forth herein,
whether express or implied, including, but not limited to, any
implied warranties of merchantability or tness.
Ultimate RB and its contractors shall not be liable for incidental
or consequential losses, damages, or expense directly or
indirectly arising from the sale, handling, or use of the goods,
or from any other cause relating thereto, and their liability
hereunder in any case is expressly limited to the replacement of
goods of complying with this agreement, or, at their election, to
the repayment of, or crediting Buyer with, an amount equal to
the purchase of such goods, whether such claims are for breach
of warranty negligence.
Warranty does not apply to excessive high wear areas. See full
warranty statement on UltimateRB.com
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